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With what objectives was the European agenda born? 

 
 

Introduction 

The Urban Agenda for the European Union (UAEU) emerged from the need to respond in a coordinated and effective 
manner to the challenges facing European cities: population growth, inequalities, pollution, climate change, and social 
exclusion, among others. It was officially launched with the Pact of Amsterdam in 2016, establishing a framework for 
cooperation between the European Commission, Member States, cities, and other stakeholders. 

The Agenda does not impose legislation, but rather improves policymaking, financing, and knowledge through thematic 
partnerships*. Its implementation is organized into phases, including assessment, creation of working groups, 
identification of actions, and evaluation of results. 

The scope of the AUUE is broad: it seeks to make European cities more sustainable, inclusive, resilient, and attractive. At 
the global level, its integrated approach directly contributes to achieving the objectives of the 2030 Agenda and the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), serving as a model for participatory, multi-level governance. 

1. Social inclusion and reduction of urban poverty 

Urban equity is promoted by improving access to housing, employment, and services for vulnerable groups. Cities must 
combat social exclusion and guarantee opportunities for all. An important step in this direction would be the 
implementation of municipal programs for comprehensive care of the homeless. 

2. Air quality 

Urban health depends largely on air quality. Strategies include low-emission zones, active mobility, and the regulation of 
pollution sources. For example, many cities are investing in the creation of low-emission zones and the expansion of urban 
bicycle lanes. 

3. Urban mobility 

The goal is to achieve efficient, accessible, and low-emission mobility. Priority is given to sustainable modes and 
intermodal transport. Possible measures include the implementation of public bicycle-sharing systems and multimodal 
transport networks. 

4. Digital transition 

Urban digitalization must facilitate equitable access to public services and improve the efficiency of urban management. 
This includes the deployment of digital infrastructure, open data platforms, and smart lighting, traffic, and energy systems. 
It is also essential to reduce the digital divide by ensuring technological inclusion for the entire population. One specific 
line of action is the installation of smart sensors for energy management in municipal buildings. 
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5. Climate change: mitigation and adaptation 

Cities must reduce their emissions and adapt to the effects of climate change through resilient and sustainable solutions. A 
good example is the creation of green corridors and shaded areas to mitigate the heat island effect. 

6. Sustainable land use and nature-based solutions 

The goal is to limit urban sprawl, repurpose spaces, and implement green solutions that improve the urban environment. 
In this regard, the conversion of former industrial spaces into urban parks with green infrastructure is noteworthy. 

7. Circular economy and waste management 

The transition to a circular model in the city involves reducing, reusing, and recycling materials and urban waste. An 
example of this would be the implementation of municipal centers for the repair and reuse of objects. 

8. Housing 

Access to affordable and decent housing is promoted, with special attention to groups at risk of exclusion. A key initiative 
is the construction of energy-efficient social housing. 

9. Employment and skills in the local economy 

Local economic development is supported by the creation of green, digital, and social jobs. For example, social economy 
business incubators can be established in disadvantaged neighborhoods. 

10. Urban governance 

Good governance requires institutional coordination, citizen participation, and transparency in management. One 
concrete measure could be the creation of neighborhood citizen councils with advisory powers. 

11. Urban innovation 

Experimentation and the use of data are encouraged to create creative solutions to urban challenges. A notable example is 
the development of urban labs to test technologies in real-world environments. 

12. Cultural heritage and urban landscape 

Protecting heritage and beautifying the urban environment contribute to local identity and well-being. In this context, the 
rehabilitation of historic buildings for cultural and community use is representative. 

Conclusion 

We have seen the importance of a comprehensive approach to transforming European cities into more sustainable, fair, 
and resilient spaces. The knowledge gained can be applied both to policy design and to direct interventions on the ground. 

Beyond political frameworks, the European Urban Agenda invites us to look at our cities with a new awareness: every 
urban decision impacts quality of life, social well-being, and environmental balance. It is in the hands of 
everyone—institutions, professionals, and citizens—to drive change toward a more humane, fair, and planet-friendly 
urban model. Caring for our cities means caring for our future. May this knowledge be the first step toward acting 
responsibly, creatively, and with hope. This acquired knowledge can be applied both in policy design and in direct 
intervention in the territory. 
 

*IMPORTANT NOTE: The term "collaborations" refers to partnerships or collaborative alliances between different 
actors working together to achieve a common goal. In the context of the Urban Agenda for the European Union, 
thematic collaborations are working groups composed of cities, Member States, European institutions, and other 
stakeholders (such as NGOs or research centers) that come together to address a specific agenda topic (e.g., air 
quality, mobility, housing, etc.). 
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These associations have three main objectives: 
1.  Improve legislation related to the issue. 
2.  Optimize the use of European funds. 
3.  Share and generate knowledge and good practices. 
In short: partnerships enable more practical, closer, and more efficient collaboration between different levels of 
government and stakeholders involved in urban policies. 

 

Fountain: For the preparation of this text, the content of the page https://commission.europa.eu/ was consulted. 
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